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This exploratory mission trip’s main goal is to meet,
hear the testimonies, and pray for our fellow CAN brothers
and sisters who have committed their lives as missionaries
in Uzbekistan. Many have developed a great burden for
their Muslim neighboring countries, Uzbekistan being one
of the countries blessed by their mission. During this
exploratory mission trip, we were blessed to have heard the
testimonies of 12 CAN missionary families who have chosen
to leave the comfort of their home country and familiar
environment, to step into a whole new world of language,
culture, lifestyle, and persecution. In this article, we hope to
share snippets of what was told to us by these faithful
workers in the field.

Without proper preparation prior to being sent out, we
still managed to hear from pioneer missionary families who
struggled greatly especially in finances, lifestyle adjustment,
and language learning (Uzbekistan & Russian as main
languages). Many faced difficulties in finding a job as a
platform for their mission work. Pioneers in the Uzbek field
started with farming plantations (e.g., mushroom growing),
which exposed them to toxins produced naturally by
mushroom, as well as body aches from long hours of hard
labour. Many of these missionaries had courageously taken
on job roles in the field without pioneer knowledge (e.g.,
foot massage centre, Chinese medicine), and would learn
from scratch via trainings. This commitment took away time
from learning the local languages, which made it hard to
build relationship with the locals and share the gospel with
them. In a culture where the locals prioritize job positions
and status, these circumstances add additional challenges
in building meaningful relationship with the locals. They
shared with us their moments of helplessness, anxiousness,
and loneliness. Yet, in all their struggles, they all echoed the
same goal: To persevere in the faith and mission of sharing
the gospel to the Muslims. In their suffering, they echoed
that these challenges had molded them to be more
Christ-like, in leaving their own comfort to go into mission in
a foreign land. This Christ-likeness reminded me of
Philippians 2:6-8, that our Christ Jesus “did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a
cross!”. Although all 12 families of missionaries were sent
out by different organizations, they were united in their
heart to be Christ-like in the mission field. Therefore, while
they were discouraged for a little while, yet rejoiced greatly
in their suffering (cf. 1 Peter 1:6)!

2 Vera Pillai (X&)

A less talked about aspect of missionary families is their
children's wellbeing. As their parents committed their lives to
Christin a foreign place, their children were put into schools to
learn new languages whilst learning the subject taught. Some
of their children struggled greatly with new languages and
therefore faced challenges in making new friends. We were
heartbroken to hear that some were bullied by local students
because of their differences, and had to be transferred into
other schools. Bullying worsened for their children as news
spread on how COVID-19 had originated from CAN.
Missionaries, who are still learning to grasp the local
languages, find it challenging to speak with their children's
teachers; thus, unable to intervene in such matters. Hence,
many of their children chose to keep quiet about their bullying
experience in their schools. We also heard stories of their
children losing interest in the faith, struggling to see the
reason to stay in a foreign place. Some are even reluctant to
join youth groups. Truly, much prayers are needed for these
beloved children and their relationship with their parents as
well as their personal relationship with God.

We also heard their sharing on how they shared the
gospel with the local M group. Many of these missionaries
have realized that confrontational evangelism of fast
conversion is not suitable, and have turned to focus on
relational evangelism. They start by building relationships
with the locals, caring for them, followed by gospel sharing
and guiding them in their faith. As many M believers face great
persecution from their families, the missionaries have also
begun to see the importance of building relationship with the
individual as well as their family members in the process of
sharing the gospel with them. This approach was filled with
many challenges as many were tricked by locals in an attempt
to get them caught by local authorities. Our team came across
a missionary who was tricked and locked in jail for several
months. He shared that he was at first greatly discouraged,
but was quickly comforted that God had plans for him even in
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prison. He shared how God faithfully protected him from
bullies through other kinder prisoners when he had to switch
prison cells frequently. He recalled fearing for his life
whenever there was another switch of prison cells. God had
protected him from bullies in each new cell. Yet, his big
takeaway from this upon his release was "Now, | have nothing
to fear, not even death". He echoed what Paul said in
Philippians 3:8: “Indeed, | count everything as loss because
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ.” When we truly
treasure Christ above all else, even death loses its power to
instill fear. Everything the world offers (e.g., comfort, status,
even life itself) becomes “rubbish” compared to the eternal
gain of knowing Christ.

During our visits to each missionary family, we were spoiled
by their generosity. With the little that they had, they gave
selflessly, out of thankfulness and gratitude. When many in
our team felt bad for receiving their generosity, we were
reminded by our team leader, Rev. Yong, to receive with
thankfulness and pay that kindness by forwarding it to others
we meet in the field. Many of them expressed their gratitude
for our visit and shared that it brought much comfort to their
loneliness in the field. A missionary couple, working as
lecturers in the field, and having a comparably more decent
pay, did not keep their earnings to themselves. Instead, they
gave selflessly to other missionaries in Uzbekistan who were
struggling with their finances. They gave joyfully and willingly,
even when they had very little left for themselves. Their
selfless giving echoed the New Testament church of
Macedonia in 2 Corinthians 8: 1-3: “And now, brothers and
sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has

given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity. For | testify that they gave as
much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own.”

Dear brothers and sisters,

| would like to share some key prayer requests from 12 CAN
missionary families serving in Uzbekistan, as well as several
points our team has reflected on in prayer:

1. Missionary’s MXX organization Application: Pray for 3
of the Chinese missionary families as they apply to join
MXX organization, that God will guide and use them in
their respective mission fields for the advancement of
the gospel: i) CH & Fiona, ii) Andrew & Vera, and iii) Moses,
Ruth, and baby Joshua.

2. Language, Culture, and Relationships: Pray for their
continual progress in language and cultural under-
standing, and for meaningful relationships with the local
people. May they never lose sight of their gospel calling
amid challenges.

3. Reliance on God: Pray that in times of loneliness, they
will rely deeply on God. May He continue to provide for
their needs, strengthen their faith, and grant them
comfort and endurance.

4. Children’s Faith and Family Relationships: Pray for the
missionaries’ children, that they will grow in a genuine
relationship with God and maintain strong, loving
relationships with their parents.

5. Thanksgiving for Ministry Support: We praise God for
key ministries, such as MXX, which have played a vital
role in providing financial aid, job opportunities, and
connecting missionaries with other organizations and
fellow CAN workers in the field. Pray for continued
wisdom and guidance for our church in supporting
missionaries in need and for the organization workers in
the field, that God will grant them discernment, strength,
and wisdom as they serve and help others.

6. Faithful Giving and Stewardship: Pray that our church
members will remain faithful and joyful givers, and that
our leaders will exercise wisdom and integrity as stewards
of the offerings — using them effectively to support

those serving in the mission field.
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