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Wayne Chen serves. as the director of Radius Asia, a cross-cultural missions - . ' ; .
training program. He graduated from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in X E BT

the early 90s and, together with his wife Gail, served at Tri-Valley Chinese Bible r z
Church in‘Northern California. SR | *

In.2007, Wayne, Gail, and their two daughters, Abigail. and Michaela, felt called 3 ] T .
to join New Tribes Mission as tribal church planters. Their journey took them to i '
Papua New Guinea, where they settled among the Biem people on a small : e o - -
volcanic island off the northern coast. Over nine years, they immersed them- . ; Pt ,' y
selves in the Biem culture, learning the language, developing an alphabet, and

translating the New Testament. Through their efforts, they g R ek %
shared the Gospel with the Biem people, leading to the %
establishment of a local church now led by indigenous elders.

Today, Wayne dedicates his time t0 missionary training at
Radius Asia (www.ri-asia.org). The program equips missionaries
with essential skills, emphasizing language" learning, cultural
understanding, foundational Bible teachings, and character
development.
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POPULATION OF THE WORLD AND MAJOR AREAS
ACCORDING TO THE MEDIUM-VARIANT PROJECTION

AH (BB ) Population (millions)
Major Area EH#IX 2015 2030 2050 2100

World 25 7,349 8,501 9,725 11,213
Africa EJI 1,186 1,679 2,478 4,387
Asia T 4,393 4,923 5,267 4,889
Europe EX/I 738 734 707 646
Latin American and the 634 721 784 721
Caribbean /.

North America JtZE 358 396 433 500
Oceania AGEM 39 47 57 71

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015).
World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision. New York: United Nations.
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UN DESA. 2015. United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs/Population Division. World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision, Key
Findings and Advance Tables. Accessed on November 07, 2016. https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Publications/Files/Key_Findings_WPP_2015.pdf
Townsend, Anthony M. 2013. Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia. New York: WW. Norton & Company.
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Don’t Translate the Bible

It would be very hard for any of us to imagine
not having access to the Bible, especially in this day
and age where we no longer even need to buy
Bibles because we can access them on our phones.
We also don’t need to pay for the Bibles we download,
and we can read multiple versions of the Bible.

We have also cultivate a culture of studying, of
being literate. The Chinese culture spans over a
history of thousands of years of literacy, of respecting
scholars. Missionaries would start schools as part of
their outreach, to enable people to read the Bible.
The level of literacy in Malaysia was 95.71% in 2021
which shows that much effort has been put into
making sure that people in Malaysia can read.

Does this mean there is no need for
Bible translation in Malaysia?

Even in a literate society, language diversity
presents unique challenges for Bible translation, as
seen in the experience of the Kenyah Badeng
community. Speakers of the Kenyah Badeng were
using the New Testament translated in the 1970s by
missionary Ray Cunningham. That New Testament is
in another Kenyah dialect spoken mostly in Indonesia,
but it was widely used by the Kenyah church in both
the Baram and the Belaga areas. In early 2000, an
organization started the translation of the Old
Testament in the Badeng dialect, but after 16 years, it
was perhaps deemed as not a viable project, and the
project was stopped. But the Kenyah people wanted
the Old Testament translation to continue; thus, the
project continued on. Then, realizing that they simply
could not put together the New Testament, which is
in another dialect, together with the Old Testament in
Badeng to make a whole Bible, they took on the
adaptation and revision of the New Testament.

Who will do the revision? Ps Uchat and Timothy
already have their hands full with the OT translation.
Our faith that was smaller than the mustard seed was
planted, and it sprouted and grew. Mark 4:27 says no
one knows how the seeds grow, but it is God that
makes it grow. God moved the hearts of not one but
three young ladies who are willing to do the work.
And we witness the faith of the Miri BEM Kenyah
church who took on the challenge to raise funds and
oversee these two humongous projects.

From the rural Kenyah villages, we turn to the
urban landscape of Penang. In the middle of
Georgetown, the Kawan Centre reaches out to the
urban poor in the middle of Georgetown. The leader
of the Centre, realizing that the people had a hard
time understanding the Hokkien Jesus Film,
challenged one of his colleagues who is a Penangite
to translate the Jesus Film into Penang Hokkien.

MISSIONARY B+

Joanna took up the challenge and put together a
team to translate and record the Jesus Film. After
that, they felt the need for more Scripture in their
mother tongue and started the Penang Hokkien Oral
Bible translation project. They completed the Gospel
of Mark and then their team of 6 became a team of
24, but still, they continue on, a little slower but they
are encouraged by pastors asking them when the
next portion will be released as the people are eager
to have them for their Bible studies or cell groups.

Is there a need for Bible translation in Malaysia?
The Kenyahs think so; so do the Penang Hokkien
speakers. They not only think, but they also do. And
for us, we are grateful for the chance to work with
them and walk with them.

We have been blessed also by churches and
individuals who have enabled us for the last 21 years.

You ask us how God has been blessing us.
We are blessed by the desire of His people
for His Word, by the faith of His people to get His Word
into their language, by the hard work and perseverance
of His people in getting the work done.

There are those who stopped, but God brought in
others. There are those who have retired, but continue
to support us; and those who had to stop financially
but continue to encourage us and pray for us.

Therefore, He will enable all of us to work
together to achieve that goal of His Word for all.

We are indeed blessed to know that we do not
walk alone, and that they and you are journeying
with us as we walk with the different teams that we

work with.
From:
We know also that it is God’s own desire for His
people to know Him, to grow in their knowledge of m‘f & 8NQ‘J”” @Q‘M“j/

Him, in their faith in Him through His Word.
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Responding to
Spiritual Warfare

Last year, Jerry went on a two-month trip with
OMF to South-East Asia. He joined a team of OMF
long and short-termers ministering in a village in an
unreached minority group area. The team was asked
to help a man called Peter. Peter was bedridden from
a stroke but also estranged from his family because
of the domestic violence he had previously inflicted
on them. So, he lived alone in a squalid room in the
village. He was unable to get out of bed without
assistance, so you can imagine the sweat and filth
that he laid in.

Jerry and the team began to help Peter, showing
him Christ’s love in practical ways. They gave him
showers, cleaned his room and visited him. During
one visit, a team member began sharing the gospel
message with Peter while Jerry and the other team
members in the room prayed earnestly, interceding
for him. It was at that very moment a loud commotion
could be heard outside the room.

“Why are you only helping him? There are so
many in our village that need help too!” Some of the
villagers were shouting and arguing with a few of the
team members who were outside the room. Jerry and
the team recognised that this was spiritual warfare
and kept praying! The evil one was working to
prevent Peter from hearing the Good News.

More often than not, the picture we have about
spiritual warfare is usually a drastic opposition like
what Jerry witnessed on his mission trip. Paul
reminds us in Ephesians 6:13 to put on the full armour
of God so that when the day of evil comes, we may
be able to stand our ground. We might view the day
of evil as a cosmic struggle of the evil one fighting
against us and opposing God’s work. But on many
occasions, we forget that the schemes of the evil one
are also played out in minor day to day events such
as conflict with one another, negative and discouraging
thoughts as well as the temptation of sin. So, we must
be alert to the wiles of Satan so that we are not
caught unaware. We are told in the same passage in
Ephesians 6 to put on truth, righteousness, the gospel
of peace, and to have faith. On top of that, we are to
take the helmet of salvation and the only offensive
weapon in the list - the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God. We wield the Word of God and pray,
praying all types of prayers and requests for God’s
people so that ultimately, the gospel can be proclaimed.

Recalling the situation that Jerry experienced, it
was amazing that despite the opposition taken by the
evil one, Peter accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour
that very day! And a little while later, we heard that
Peter’s family had decided to take him back into their
family home because they had seen the change in

Peter’s life, as well as the love that the team had
shown Peter. What an amazing story of the power of
the gospel and the power of prayer in bringing about
God’s salvation!

Let us therefore persevere in praying for one
another, especially for those who proclaim God'’s
word, such as our pastors, our missionaries and our
evangelists. Those who are in the frontline of God’s
army need the backup of much coveted prayers;
otherwise, they labour in vain. Pray even more for
them when they are engaged in gospel ministry work.

James Fraser was the pioneer missionary to the
Lisu people in South West China. When James first
reached out to them, their locality was a dark and
spiritually oppressive place. There was the worship of
demons and a great fear of evil spirits. Even after
years of toil, hardly anyone turned to Jesus until
Fraser recruited people from his home country back
in England to pray and to intercede in the heavenlies
for the Lisu people. As this team of prayer warriors
committed themselves to praying for this work, a true
spiritual revival occurred and now, the Lisu people
are regarded as one of the major Christian people
groups in the world.

And this is what James said:

| am feeling
more and more that it is,
after all, just the prayers of
God’s people that call down
blessing upon the work,
whether they are directly
engaged in it or not. Paul may
plant and Apollos water, but it is
God who gives the increase;
and this increase can be
brought down from heaven by
believing prayer, whether
offered in China or in England. .
. If this is so, then Christians at
home can do as much for
foreign missions as those
actually on the field. . . What |
covet more than anything else
is earnest, believing prayer.

| believe it will only be known
on the last day how much has
been accomplished in overseas
missions by the prayers of
earnest believers
at home.

Will you participate in God’s mission enterprise by
committing to pray for missions and your mission
workers?

OMF Western Australia Ministry Leader
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LETTER FROM

AKEU POE MYA

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Miri Gospel Chapel,

God said: “For | know the plans | have for you; plans for welfare, not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will hear you. You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart. | will restore your fortunes and gather you from every nation and every
place to which I drove you,” declares the LORD. “I will bring you back to the place where | sent you into
captivity.” (Jeremiah 29:11-14)

I am honored to share God’s love and His divine plan for my life, along with the mission He has entrusted to
me. Writing this letter is an opportunity to glorify Jesus, and | am truly excited to do so. Although | have been
writing for nearly 30 years, | want to focus on the mission | am committed to during this time. My Heavenly
Father has supported and guided me throughout my journey, encouraging my heart and directing my steps.

Reflecting on my 31st year, | remember the decision my family (my wife, two sons, and a daughter) and |
made to become Christians. At that time, our area lacked essential amenities such as hospitals and schools as
we lived in a remote rural location. Life was challenging, and one of the scariest experiences for my wife and me
was witnessing our children and community suffering from various diseases. We felt as though the devil was
trying to take our lives from us. However, once we embraced Christianity, illness no longer posed a threat to our
children, and our lives improved significantly. | was given the opportunity to study the Akha language and have
learned to read and write. In 1993, | had the honor of becoming the pastor of Jhakham Noi village.

| am filled with joy and gratitude in sharing God’s beautiful love and glory with others. His love and power
inspire me to work diligently to carry out His divine plan through my ministry. Year after year, | have visited,
helped, and supported communities, leading many villages to adopt Christianity. We appointed devoted pastors,
becoming an integral part of the Church of Christ in Thailand, and establishing our own Akha sub-community.

More than 15 years ago, | visited relatives in a village in Phrae Province, where there were no Christians. |
brought young people from Bethesda Orphanage to visit them during Christmas and share the message of
God’s love and His plan for their lives. A few years later, a grandson | had supported for four years graduated
from Bible college and decided to become a pastor. He continues to serve faithfully, and | thank God for the
plans He has for them.

In Alae Village is a church where | have worked for a long time. Many children from poor families live in my
Bethesda orphanage, and | saw this as an opportunity to start a mission there. Today, the village is home to
many Christians who have their own beautiful church. I am proud to witness how God has protected and
blessed them.

Members of Jahamnot Church praying on Sunday morning at church  Pastor Akeh and His wife

Miss Ninthisda, Older daughter of Pastor Akeh Pastor Akeh and staff at House Bethesda New Building of House Bethesda Orphanage
and her staff at House bethesda Orphanage Orphanage and the kids

In Huai Yo Village, where | used to work, we now have a new church and a full-time pastor serving the
members. | hope everyone will remember the Christians in Chiang Rai. | purchased land near Cave Village
and shared it to build a church. | can hardly believe how much the community has grown in Jesus since
then, with passionate pastors serving the Lord.

Looking back on the various missions | have dedicated myself to, | know that none of this would have
been possible without the support of my family, the young people from Bethesda Orphanage, and all your
prayers. | thank God for the blessings He has given to my extended family, the children of Bethesda
Orphanage, and my health. In recent years, | faced health challenges, including a nearly fatal accident, but
the Lord delivered me from death.

As we all know, aging brings its own set of difficulties, such as walking becoming more challenging,
enjoying meals being harder, and even doing simple tasks require more effort. | have been diagnosed with
various illnesses, but | do not regret anything that has happened. God is with me, and | find joy in my heart.
I will continue to live in His love and grace for as long as | am on this earth.

My life is a testament to the incredible blessings and joy that come from the Lord. Serving in His
mission is my life's work, and | will continue to seek opportunities to serve Him as long as He grants me
time.

| am deeply grateful for the love and prayers from Miri Gospel Chapel. Without your support, | cannot
imagine what my life would be like. We have worked together as brothers and sisters in Christ for over 30
years.

| wish each of you happiness and joy every moment as we serve our God. May God bless us all with
good health and peace in Jesus.

Once again, | am truly grateful for this opportunity to share God’s love. | look forward to share His love
with you continually year after year.

Pastor Akeh and his family members

With sincerity and love in Christ,

A, P, Pk, Noischanch
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LETTER FROM

PASTOR MIN DONG

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Many thanks to our God for His grace, support and love and the opportunity to share with you about my
ministry during your 44th mission conference.

| have been working with Miri Gospel Chapel in missional ministry between Sarawak (Malaysia) and Nepal
since 2013. This is an added big responsibility for me today. This was not in my will and plan. It is about the
completion of the work of establishing the kingdom of the Lord in my life. So, God's will and plan is gradually
being carried out in my life with help from your contribution and prayers. God's love and grace, and Miri Gospel
Chapel's help and support have given me much relief in my ministry. Thanks once again for your help and
prayers for this work.

| request you to pray. | have many other leaders behind me from whom | also request for prayers so that
there will be big momentum in expanding the kingdom of God. Your prayers and financial support have helped
us to make a great achievement in constructing our daughter church building. Thank you very much and may
God bless you. | would also like to humbly request prayers and support for putting up a church building in three
places as soon as possible:

1. Nakauli, which is in the hills, is in great need of a church building. We were conducting Saturday services
for 6 years in a room. Now, we are doing Saturday services in a room in the house of one of our church
members. | humbly request for your prayers for this place and financial support for the completion of the
construction of the church building there.

2. Thereis a great need for a Church building for Aapdhap. Here too, we have been conducting Saturday
services for the past two years in the room of one of our church members. | pray that the Lord will touch
you to provide financial support so that we can construct a church building there.

3. lam going to start a house fellowship in a new place, Simpani, in the very immediate future. Please pray for
it. There too, a church building is necessary for running my ministry and conducting Saturday services.

| hope and believe that this is our partnership and ministry. May we continue to cooperate with one another
to expand the kingdom of our Lord. Thank you.

GENEVIEVE WONG

Dear Pastors, Leaders, and members of Miri Gospel Chapel,

Warm greetings in the mighty Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In conjunction with your 44th Missions Conference, it is my pleasure to give an update of my ministry for the
past one year.

At Bangkok Bible Seminary, | taught Christian Life (Spiritual
Formation), General Epistles and English to the undergraduate students.
It is indeed a privilege and joy by the grace of God that | could be
involved in mentoring students and to train them to become effective
future leaders for the Thai churches and beyond.

The Baan Sukasem church is growing with more young people
joining the church in recent years. Praise the Lord that some of these
young people are getting involved in the worship ministry. Six people
were baptized at our church camp in April. It’'s encouraging to see them
coming to church regularly and being involved in different ministries
according to their giftings.

After more than a year of praying, | felt the Lord’s clear direction to
leave the field and pass on the ministry to my Thai colleagues. | returned
to Miri on 13th July. Currently, I'm on Home Assignment (furlough) until
November. After that, | will continue to serve with OMF Malaysia. Details
of my future ministry will be discussed with the OMF leadership in the
near future.

| would appreciate your prayers for my future ministry with OMF in ;
Malaysia. These few months will be a time of rest, reflection, and seeking Baptism at the Church Camp in April 2024
the Lord’s direction for the next step.

Thank you for your partnership with OMF and in my ministry in Thailand. It is through your faithful support
and prayers that | could serve in Thailand for 27 years. My heatrt is still very much with the Thai people whom |

love with my whole heart. And I’'m still involved with mentoring some of them virtually.

| look forward to your continued partnership, prayers and support in the coming years. May the Lord bless
MGC to bear lasting fruit for His glory.

Warmly in Christ,

VI I
Serving Christ in Thailand
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Sharing God’s Grace
to Nepal

What great joy and privilege to share my testimony and mission work in this year 2024. | am Pastor Mahesh
Singh Dong from Hetauda-15, Thulosukauli Ratomate Nepal. | was born into a very strong Buddhist priestly
family and brought up in a small village called Ratomate. | have five brothers and three sisters. My mother went
to be with the Lord seven years ago. father is still alive. | am the second son to be born to my parents. | am
married to Merika Dong Subba, and | have two daughters named Abigail Dong and Amy Dong. My grandfather,
Senior Pastor Sonam Singh, was a Lama Priest and hence, | grew up in a family environment where | used to
wake up early in the morning to worship the gods and goddesses.

Religion played an important role in my life right from an early age. Naturally for our family, it was a matter
of great pride and prestige to be born a Buddhist. We took our religion seriously and obeyed the strict rituals
and ceremonies that accompany the Buddhist faith. We had a shrine in our home where we regularly
worshipped our Buddha god. This was the spiritual backdrop in which | grew up. Of course | had heard about
Jesus, but as far as | was concerned, He was just a white-man God and for white people. Just like | was born a
Buddhist, | assumed that every Westerner was born a Christian. To make short the long story, at the age of 15, |
left home to go to Nepal Leadership Training Centre, and it was there that | met committed Christians for the first
time. In the training centre, | began to learn that when Jesus died on the cross, He made it possible for my sins
to be forgiven. And when He rose again, He made it possible for someone like me to go to Heaven. And so, |
started to pray to Jesus that He would come into my life and He answered my prayer. Once Jesus came to live in
my heart, an outward change was inevitable. | couldn’t bow down to idols anymore; | couldn’t worship animals
anymore; couldn’t visit temples anymore. | have begun my life journey with Christ; | have accepted Christ as my
personal saviour. This took place when | was 15 years old. In 2001, | took immersion baptism from Senior Pastor
Sonam Singh Dong.

As | said my grandfather was a Lama Priest, but he got sick that even many hospitals and doctors were
unable to help him. It was in this hopeless situation, by the grace of God, that he was healed through an Indian
missionary’s prayer. By knowing Jesus is the one who healed him, he accepted Christ as his personal saviour. In
those days, Nepal government (monarchy) system did not allow anyone to be converted; and hence, he
underwent severe persecution along with his believers. It was harsh persecution, resulting in arrest and
imprisonment where he, along with other friends, was beaten very badly by the police while in police custody.
He further said, despite frequent arrest and torture, they never gave up meeting for the Lord. The church is
founded on rocky ground of prayer and severe hardships of saints. They were put in prison for one year.
However, after democracy returned, they were released from jail. However, they did not stop to propagate the
gospel; hereby, today we are experiencing God’s faithfulness.

After my salvation, | got involved as a youth leader and choir leader in my local church. As | served with
passion and zealous heart, | sensed very clearly God calling me for fulltime mission work. However, as |
ministered, | realised the need to equip myself in the word of God so as to be an effective minister. Therefore, |
decided to go for theological studies in order to equip and prepare myself for future mission work. In 2009, |
started my theological studies in Logos College of Theology, obtained B.Th (2012), M.Div (2014, Kerala), and
M.Th (2016) from Hindustan Bible College in Chennai (India).

Now, | am pastoring in Berea Church in Hetauda, Nepal. Berea Church is an evangelical non-denominational
indigenous church founded by my grandpa, Sonam Singh Dong, in 1984. The church today has 225 members.

MISSIONARY E¥+t 2 6

There are five pastors looking after Berea church and eight
daughter churches planted by Berea Church. They are responsible
for looking after the daughter churches through friendly visitations
and supervision. | am specifically investing my time in equipping
and empowering believers by organizing trainings and seminars in
different churches. | am also supervising each daughter church by
visiting these churches each week to preach and also to lead the
Lord's Supper.

Besides church engagement, Berea Mission School (BMS),
which was established in 2016 under Berea Church, is also my
priority in the ministry of God. The BMS foundation was the
fulfilment of my prayer of more than ten years. BMS aims to equip &
build emerging mission leaders to be skilful & to be committed in
studying the Word, making disciples and serving the local church
with their specific gifts. It's now conducting Certificate of Theology
(C.Th) training courses in different Churches.

| thank the Lord for the opportunity to have met Rev. Pastor
Caleb and Elder Loh Poh Hwa in 2013 and since then, we with Miri
Gospel Chapel have been serving the Lord together as a team. |
thank Miri Gospel Chapel for extending partnership with us by
supporting us in different various projects in the course of doing
kingdom business faithfully in frontline ministries here in Nepal.
Many unreached villages have yet to have a worshiping community
to make the Gospel accessible to every man, woman, boy, and girl!
96% of people groups in Nepal have yet to hear the gospel in their
own language and to worship Christ in the context of their own
culture. Harvest is truly plentiful but the laborers are few. People are
desperately looking for an alternative and they are receptive!

Berea Church exists to give every man, woman, boy and girl
the opportunity to hear, understand and respond to the Gospel in
their context and to be discipled into communities of believers so
that they can be God’s instruments to reach the unreached around
them. | also thank Rev. Pastor Caleb Chian and the church board
committee members for their partnership with us to serve as a team.

Once again, | would like to say words of appreciation to Miri
Gospel Chapel as you have demonstrated your deep commitment
and have played a key role in our lives to engage in the kingdom’s
business. There is no way to express my gratitude for your loyalty
toward us. Thank you so much and be assured of my prayers for all
of you. Remember me too in your valuable prayers. | express my
heartfelt gratitude and thanks for your significant involvement in
this endeavour.

By
Peillor, Mabraab @wf

!
i o
Branch Church building construction is completed
Inauguration service

Qutreached program among unreached people group
in eastern part of Nepal

Three persons have accepted Christ as their personal saviour
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God 1s Good

When it comes to God, we are often concerned
if people believe in the existence of God. We are
taught in apologetics how to defend our belief in the
existence of God. However, that may not be the most
important question. It's not whether one believes in
God’s existence but what kind of a God one believes
in. We are also urged to be transformed into the
character of God; to be godly.

The Book of Jonah reveals the character of God,
that we have a good God, and this book tells us that
God loves all peoples of the world. Some people may
dismiss the book as fiction since it describes a man
being swallowed by a fish. However, the book of 2
Kings (14:25) states that Jonah lived during the time
of Jeroboam Il. Furthermore, Jesus referred to Jonah
as a historical person (Matthew 12: 39-41). The biblical
account of Jonah teaches us that God is good.

Firstly, God is good because He is on the move
to save people. (We may want to stay put, but God
wants us to move with Him.) Twice (1:2; 3:2), Jonah is
commanded to go and preach to the Ninevites.
Jesus also commands his disciples to go and preach
the gospel to all nations. God desires that we be
transformed by becoming like Jesus. To go is to move
outside our comfort zone. Peter was commanded to
get out of the boat and to walk on the water. It is only
when we transfer our trust from material things to
trusting in God that we can move forward.

| have had several roles in my ministerial
experience and each one was more difficult from the

perspective of exercising faith. In every case, | left a
more comfortable position money-wise to a more
challenging one. And my faith grew. If we wish to
grow, then we must go.

Our God is one who walks. He does not stay
still. In Genesis God walks in the garden and in
Revelation Jesus walks amongst the seven churches.
On the other hand, idols are often depicted as
standing, sitting and sometimes even sleeping. Jesus
is on the move, and He says to you and me, “Come,
follow me.” When we move, we change location, and
when we change location, our perspective also
changes. Wisdom is sometimes described as seeing
things the way God sees them. To see as God sees,
we need to move with Him.

The last century has seen the West-East shift
that has resulted from missionary endeavours. In the
1900s, 90% of the Christians globally were in North
America and Europe. Today, the Christians in Latin
America, Africa and Asia account for 70% of the
Christians globally. God is moving! God will keep
moving until there appears “a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9)

Secondly, God is good because He is sovereign,
and He uses His power and might to do good. We
may flee, but God chases and recommissions us.
Jonah fled the opposite direction from his intended
audience, but God loves Him too much to let Jonah

miss out on a life of service and of experiencing God.
God loves us so much that He will accept us in
whatever state we are. But after we come to Him, He
loves us too much to leave us the way we are. He
wants to change us and to make us like Him. God
gives us tasks to do to build up our faith.

If we flee God’s commission, God will interrupt
our private plans and align us back to his purposes
for us and for the world. God sent a “great wind” to
interrupt Jonah'’s flight away from Nineveh and then a
huge fish to firstly swallow Jonah and then to vomit
him out. Subsequently when Jonah was angry at God
for not destroying the Ninevites, God caused a plant
to grow to provide shade for Jonah, and then to be
destroyed, being eaten by worms. Then He increased
the discomfort of Jonah further by sending a scorching
east wind (from the desert). With this object lesson,
God challenges Jonah to reconsider his personal
values especially on the eternity and value of the
human soul.

God’s word is the expression of the intent and
desire of God. His word is eternal and settled in the
heavens. Accordingly, there is no necessity to
defend it but let it loose by proclaiming it and we will
see its awesome power in action. Jonah preached
the word of God, and the people responded by
repenting. They repented even though Jonah did not
really love them. It was Spurgeon who said
something like this: “The Word of God is like a lion.
You don’t have to defend a lion. All you have to do is
let the lion loose, and the lion will defend itself.”

God is sovereign and
“His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!”

Finally, God is good because He is gracious.
We may be angry, but God patiently explains
Himself to us. Jonah was angry and Jonah
complains to God about Him not destroying the
Ninevites, but God is gracious to Jonah. He gives
an object lesson and graciously explains that whilst
Jonah is concerned with the plant, God is
concerned with the people, even cattle.

God was gracious in the way he commanded
a great wind and a huge fish to intervene to
re-direct Jonah back to doing His will and
preaching to the Ninevites. He was also gracious
when He grew the plant and then destroyed it and
then challenged Jonah to re-consider his attitude
to the Ninevites. Jonah was concerned for the
plant because it affected his personal comfort. In
Nineveh’s case, God was concerned with the
120,000 human beings.

God is sovereign but He is also gracious. He
will not force anyone to do His bidding blindly,
without allowing him to understand the reasons
behind it. God is good and when we understand
His goodness, we will go along with Him. Jesus
said, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Therefore, we need to be obedient to God’s
will for our lives and to go wherever we are sent.
As in the days of Jonah, the word of the Lord is still
coming to believers, saying: “Go!”

God is good and He is on the move: Move
with God! He is sovereign and He will have His
way. God has chosen you and He will have His
way. God is gracious. God is still working with you,
challenging you, explaining to you, so you can go
ahead to obey Him.

Voo Vo Wik

EE Continental VP for Asia
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Prepared by Pastor Wan Ajang Jau

Penan Ministry

in Mir1 City

In Miri City, there are two Penan churches - BEM/SIB
Eastwood Golf Club Valley and BEM/SIB Centre Point. These
Penan are from the Ulu Baram River area. Their ancestors had
been animists for hundreds of years. They became Christians
when the missionaries evangelized them. Life in Miri city is
different from life in the village. In their village, they have a
church to worship. In the city, they have to look for the church.
If not, they will slide back and be involved in social ills. The
church is the place where they take refuge and stay strong in
the Lord.

BEM/SIB Eastwood Golf Club Valley

BEMY/SIB Eastwood was started before | became their pastor.
They were without a pastor for some time. This Penan group came
from Silat River Baram. They are working in a golf club in Eastwood
Valley. There are fifty-seven families. They make up 50% of the
workers in the golf club. Most of them work as general workers.
Those with documents and identity cards are given monthly
payments and EPF while those without documents are daily paid with
no EPF. They are given quarters to stay in Eastwood Golf Club.

Their children with no documents can’t go to school. Most of
their children drop out of primary school before they go to secondary
school. Pre-school for their kids is run by BEM Akar Baik. The class is
conducted from Monday to Friday. In the afternoon, tuition is given
for those who can’t read and write.

The management built a church building near the quarters. The
church is packed with them during Sunday services. They sit on the
floor because there is not enough space to put chairs. Baptism is
carried out once a year for those who have received Christ as savior
and have repented from their sin. They attend a counseling class
before baptism.

Church service

Workers quarters

BEM/SIB Petipun Penan Centre Point

BEM/SIB Petipun Penan Centre Point was started on 27th
January 2019. This is a historic movement. By God's grace,
goodness and blessing, we were able to start the church by faith.
We start with nothing but prayer. No money, no chair and no
musical instruments. Just 3 standing fans. Later on, a school
teacher helped us to buy musical instruments. Praise God.

Most of our church members are young energetic Penan from
the interior. They come to the city to work and study. The church is
reaching out to them so that they do not get involved in social ills.
Not many of them can afford to buy houses. Most are renting a
house or a room. Life is tough for them in the city.

This group of Penan is different than those working at
Eastwood. Their dialect is not the same. This group has the New
Testament in their bible written in their dialect. Also, they have the
bible in audio-video recording. | can speak in their dialect.

Welfare

This is one ministry we handle as a church - caring for the poor,
the needy and the sick Penan from the interior village. Some
don’t know how to go around in Miri city. Some of them who
came to Miri don’t have friends or relatives in the city. From our
side, we visit them and pray for them. We give them what we
can provide, like food and finding a place for them to stay.
Some stay for a long time in hospital. When they pass away, we
arrange for their funeral. We ask for help from YBs, NGOs or
churches for sponsors. It is not easy for them to get sponsors.

Prayer request

1. Four of our church members are in bible school - METS Miri
and METS Lg. Lama, Baram.

To be more active in church ministry.
Not to get involved in social ills.

To go for higher education and a stable job.

MISSION CO-WORKER E¥ET 3 6

BEM Petipun Penan on the 2nd floor above
Clinic Peter Lee

Praise and Worship team
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Pelayanan Pelajar

Bumiputera Universiti
di Samarahan, Sarawak

Bagi sesetengah orang pelayanan pelajar sering
diabaikan kerana mereka tidak dilihat sebagai tempat
di mana kehidupan mereka boleh dibina atau di mana
pertumbuhan dan perubahan yang signifikan boleh
berlaku. Mereka berada di kampus untuk masa yang
singkat iaitu dua hingga empat tahun sebelum
berpindah. Ada juga beberapa pelajar hanya datang
untuk satu semester, dan yang lain datang dan pergi
selama beberapa tahun.

Bolehkah sebuah gereja kecil benar-benar
memberi impak ke atas pelajar UNI khususnya
bumiputera? Dengan kekuatan dan anugerah dari
Tuhan, kami sekeluarga mulai melakukan pelayanan
antara pelajar bumiputera yang ada di Samarahan
sejak tahun 2012 hingga kini. Kami berpeluang
merenung tahun-tahun tersebut dan cabaran yang
ada beberapa cabaran yang kami dapati adalah:

Pertama, Biasanya, pelajar kolej mempunyai
jadual yang menuntut, dan jadual mereka juga berbeza
antara satu sama lain. Tambahan pula, jadual mereka
berubah setiap semester. Kegiatan-kegiatan gereja
harus di reka sesuai dengan jadual semester mereka.

Kedua, kehadiran di ibadah, sukarelawan dan
pemimpin, dan kebanyakannya pelajar. Komitmen
pelayanan mereka akan sentiasa dicabar dan
bersaing dengan pengejaran akademik.

Ketiga, dengan komitmen cabaran, pelajar
sering tidak pasti untuk melangkah dan mengambil
peranan dan tanggungjawab kepimpinan.

Keempat, para pelajar UNI biasanya
menamatkan sesi persekolahan dalam 4-5 tahun.

Oleh itu, sukarelawan dan pemimpin akhirnya pergi.
Jadi melatih kumpulan pemimpin seterusnya mesti
dilakukan. Walau bagaimanapun, ini agak sukar
apabila pelajar menghadapi komitmen yang
mencabar dan ketidakpastian untuk melangkah.

Fikirkan ke hadapan

Pelajar ini daripada latar belakang yang
berbeza- beza. Ada yang dari keluarga yang hancur,
tidak mempunyai teladan yang baik untuk di tiru dan
banyak lagi, cabaran dalam perhubungan. Ramai
daripada mereka tahu bahawa mereka hidup dalam
dosa. Mereka bergelut dengan rasa bersalah dan
tanpa tujuan. Mereka memerlukan gereja tempatan
- sekumpulan orang percaya untuk memuridkan,
mencabar dan menggalakkan mereka minggu
demi minggu.

Terdapat sebab mengapa Tuhan mengumpulkan
pelajar dari seluruh tempat di Sarawak ke Samarahan.
la adalah peluang bagi gereja untuk melabur dalam
masa depan mereka. Ini adalah kegembiraan yang
terbesar kami iaitu melatih murid-murid Kristus dan
menghantar mereka untuk melayani kepada gereja-
gereja tempatan yang lain. Pelayanan kami di kalangan
segelintir kecil pelajar boleh memberi impak besar
apabila mereka meninggalkan masa kolej dan memasuki
dunia untuk menjadi suami, isteri, ahli perniagaan,
guru, dan ahli gereja yang setia di tempat lain.

Anda akan melihat kisah kejayaan biji sawi.
Sudah tentu, pelayanan kolej akan menguras

gereja. Walau bagaimanapun, anda akan terkejut
dengan bagaimana gereja mengasihi pelajar-pelajar

ini. Pelajar yang ada di gereja telah menjadi penting
untuk setiap aspek pelayanan: muzik, gereja anak,
jangkauan, doa, kelompok sel dan kegiatan yang lain.
Tenaga dan semangat mereka boleh menyuntik
gereja dengan kehidupan baru. Roh Kudus telah
memberi mereka karunia yang dimaksudkan untuk
membina gereja.

Kesimpulan

Walaupun menghadapi cabaran ini, melakukan
pelayanan di kalangan pelajar khususnya bumiputera

SURAT DARI

PS. LIAW KIM

telah menjadi salah satu pengalaman paling
bermanfaat yang kami alami sebagai salah satu
gereja kecil di Samarahan. Kami selalu percaya
bahawa Tuhan telah membawa mereka ke kampus
hari ini untuk masa seperti ini, dan jika mereka
memilih untuk melayani dan untuk berakar selama
persekolahan mereka, pasti dengan campur tangan
Tuhan mereka akan menjadi peribadi yang lebih baik
sebelumnya.

BEM Central City, Samarahan

CHONG

Puji Tuhan, saya dan isteri dalam keadaan sihat kerana Tuhan, walaupun masih makan ubat kencing manis

dan ubat darah tinggi, kami tetap sihat.

Pelayanan kami di gereja BEM Tanjung Riman cukup mencabar perlu ada kesabaran dan banyak perkara
perlu diperbaiki.Kalau tidak ada pastor yang menjaga dan membimbing mereka, maka mereka akan balik

dengan adat-adat lama mereka.

Kalau tidak ada pastor maka tidak ada kebaktian
pada hari minggu.

Puji Tuhan sekarang kami sembayang di gereja
baru walaupun belum siap sepenuhnya.Jemaat kami
sekitar 25 orang sahaja termasuk anak-anak.

Kami masih melayani di geraja BEM Tanjung
Riman sampai hujung tahun December 2025.Doakan
agar kami dalam keadaan sihat

Dari

Prailon Liawr FKim @M

Rombongan BEM Tanjung Riman melawat ke Gereja Bukit Impas
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God's Grace

1s Behind Everything

This year marks my ninth year of serving God through
Scripture Union Ministry in Sarawak. For close to a
decade, | have been serving in this ministry due to the
substantial burdens | had for young people in school
(ISCF). Working in the ministry among members of
TCF and ISCF has been a challenging experience for
me. Nevertheless, every challenge that | am facing
makes me totally dependent on the power of God,
who calls me to serve among young people in
preparing the next generation for the future. The
Scripture says, ‘Apart from me, you can do nothing'
(John 15:5¢). Without God, | am powerless and
incapable of accomplishing anything. Everything is
just because God's grace has been upon my life and
my ministry.

Generation For Christ

The greatest evangelism is among young people at
school. Working with ISCF is the primary responsibility
of the SU Ministry, which involves sharing the Word of
God with young people and praying for them. The
Gospel we have shared will lead them to receive
Jesus Christ as their saviour with the aim to improve
our community, country, church, and family as well.
We need to take care of the next generation, “then
our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured
plants, and our daughters will be like pillars carved to
adorn a place” (Psalm 144:12). The next generation
will lead our country, community, church and family.
Therefore, the atmosphere of the Kingdom of God
will exist on this earth when the future of our
generation belongs to Jesus.

To Know Christ and To Make Him Known

The aims of the SU Ministry are to know Christ and to
make Him known. Serving in ISCF will lead us to
encounter many young people who have no sense of
purpose in life. There are a lot of them who are not
believers. Reaching out to them in school gives them
the opportunity to hear and learn about Jesus during
ISCF meetings, camps, and seminars. They will
accept Christ as their Savior. They will share the
Gospel with their families, friends, and communities.

——

Arise camp ISCF SMK Batu Kawah, Kuching 2024
Harvest Time Is Now

Jesus says, “ 'Do you not say, four more months and
then the harvest? ' | tell you, open your eyes and look
at the field. It is ripe for harvest ” (John 4:35). In 2023,
there were 1,484 student decisions for Christ across
Sarawak. As a result of my ministry at the ISCF meeting
in Kuching in 2023, 334 students accepted Jesus as
their Savior. All praise and glory are due to God.

ISCF SK Semenggok, Kuching 2024

For that reason, my brothers and sisters in Christ,
please continue to pray for SU Sarawak, especially for
me and for all field staff members in Su Sarawak, that
throughout our ministry, we can reach out to many
students to know Christ. Your involvement in
harvesting souls for Christ is greatly appreciated.
Please continue to pray and support the SUS Ministry.

May Jesus Christ our Lord bless you abundantly and
more abundantly in every part of your life.

Julia’s Family

mission co-worker E5AT 4()
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SURAT DARI

PS DANIL KAWAH

Shalom,
Selamat bertemu dalam Kasih Tuhan Yesus Kristus.

Saya sangat bersyukur kepada Tuhan Yesus yang telah memimpin disepanjang tahun yang sudah lalu,

sehingga ke hari ini Tuhan itu sangat baik dan senantiasa menyertai dan melindungi kita semua.

Khabar dari kami sekeluarga puji Tuhan semuanya dalam keadaan yang baik sihat dan diberikan

kekuatan dalam pelayanan untuk Dia. Demikian jugalah kami percaya sudara-saudari semuanya dalam
keadaan yang penuh sukacita untuk Tuhan, Haleluya Puji Hosanna bagi Dia.

Dalam pelayanan dari hujung tahun yang lepas sehingga sekarang, ada beberapa perkara yang Tuhan

sertai dalam pelayanan kita untuk Dia:

1.

Dalam bulan September 2023, saya diberi mandat untuk menginjil sebuah kampung di bahagian Serian,
nama kampung ini ialah Kampung Merakai, Serian. Sebuah tempat yang sangat terpencil didalam hutan dan
melalui kebun kelapa sawit, untuk pergi ke tempat ini harus melalui jalan yang rosak, berlobang tidak rata,
batu yang kasar, mengharungi banjir jika musim hujan, dan kadangkala kami tidak dapat menyeberangi
kerana airnya begitu dalam dan disertai air pasang dari laut. Kereta yang saya pakai untuk ketempat ini ialah
AVANZA, tentunya bukan seperti Hiluck yang dapat melakukan perjalanan tanpa halangan. Untuk masa ini
Avanza yang saya pakai sangat tidak sesuai dijalan yang begini dan sekarang banyak bunyi dibawah Avanza
itu, dari itu saya minta kita sama-sama berdoa dengan saya, jika itu kehendak Tuhan akan ada orang yang
kasihan yang mengasihi Tuhan dapat menyumbang sebuah 4x4 untuk dipakai ke tempat yang saya sebut
diatas tadi. Mungkin Avanza yang saya pakai sekarang ini tidak akan bertahan lama untuk menyelusuri
tempat ini pada masa yang akan datang. Sekarang ini baru satu tahun saya pakai untuk ketempat ini sudah
begitu banyak bunyi dibawah kereta saya itu.

Tempat yang baru ini iaitu Kampung Merakai ada sebanyak 95 pintu keluarga, kebanyakan mereka belum
percaya kepada Tuhan Yesus, agama yang mereka anuti di tempat ini adalah "BAHAI" hanya 20 peratus
sahaja orang Kristian "Anglican" dan "SIB". Berarti tempat ini adalah kesempatan untuk Pelayanan
Penginjilan,yang sangat mendesak untuk masa ini, sebelum kedatangan Tuhan Yesus yang kedua kalinya.
BEM (SIB) baru saja telah mendirikan rumah Ibadah hanya 30x18. Buat masa ini rumah Ibadah ini belum lagi
siap sepenuhnya Hanya 40-50 peratus sudah siap, tapi untuk masa ini kami masih memerlukan dana untuk
menyiapkan gereja ini.

Di Kampung Merakai ini suku mereka adalah "Dayak IBAN" saya menginjil disini mengunakan bahasa Iban
saja. Sepanjang bulan September sehingga sekarang ada beberapa keluarga telah datang untuk
menyerahkan diri mereka terima Tuhan Yesus, ada sebanyak 30-40 orang datang kebaktian setiap hari
Ahad, karena tempat ini jauh dari tempat saya tinggal hanya hari ahad saja kami dapat kebaktian. Jauh
Kampung Merakai dari tempat saya tinggal adalah 50 kilometer, menempubhi jalan rosak dalam 15 kilometer
untuk sampai ke Kampung Marakai ini.

Kebanyakan mereka yang sudah percaya ditempat ini belum lagi dibaptis dalam air, kami bercadang untuk
mengajar mereka pada bulan yang akan datang sebelum mereka dibaptis dalam air mungkin dihujung tahun
ini nanti, karena saya bertanya kepada mereka tentang pembaptisan ,mereka berkata kepada saya
“kebanyakan dari kami ini belum dibaptis “, oleh itu saya tidak mau melengahkan masa untuk mengajar
mereka tentang pengajaran pembatisan karena ini sangat penting bagi mereka.

Baru-baru ini ada 2 keluarga menyerahkan hidup mereka untuk percaya kepada Tuhan Yesus, seramai 9

orang semuanya.

PERKARA-PERKARA DOA:

1.

Dari

Doakan tempat yang baru ini, agar Roh Tuhan bekerja dalam setiap hati orang, supaya mereka mau
menyerahkan hidup dipimpin oleh Tuhan Yesus.

Doakan kami yang melakukan pelaksanaan pelayanan ini, agar kami diliputi dengan darah Yesus, karena
kami adalah sebagai tentera yang memasuki kubu musuh, supaya Tuhan memberikan hikmat dan
pengetahuan untuk menyampaikan kebenaran Firman Tuhan dengan keberanian dari Kuasa Roh Allah itu.

Sama-sama berdoa dengan saya untuk kenderaan 4x4 untuk ketempat ini, memang sangat-sangat
diperlukan.

Berdoa bagi kesihatan saya dan isteri, umur saya sekarang 70 tahun dan isteri 62 tahun, agar di beri Tuhan
kekuatan yang extra untuk terus melayani Dia.

Saya sekarang ini melayani 2 Gereja, BEM Sion, Tapah dan BEM Kampung Merakai, Serian. Setiap minggu
melayani sampai ke petang. Kebakitain di BEM Sion, Tapah jam 9.30-11.30 pagi, setelah itu makan tengah
hari dan jam 12.30 dalam perjalanan ke BEM Kampung Merakai dan jam 2.00-4.00 petang, setelah itu balik
ke tempat kediaman sampai di rumah jam 5-6 petang. Oleh itu doakan agar dapat diberi kekuatan dari Tuhan.

Prailon, Diamil, Kawah

missioN co-worker B#ET 4D
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SURAT DARI

PS YAHYA AKAW

Hormat dan Syukur kepada Tuhan Yesus yang layak
menerima segala pujian dari setiap orang yang
berharap akan kasih dan karunia-Nya. Oleh itu
hanya kepada Tuhan Sahaja kita memuji dan
mengucapkan Syukur, sebab hanya melalui Dia saja
kita mendapat kemenangan dan pertolongan yang
besar. Seperti Yesaya 60:11 “Pintu-pintu gerbangmu
selalu terbuka, tidak akan ditutup baik siang
mahupun malam, supaya orang dapat membawa
kekayaan bangsa-bangsa kepadamu, di hantar oleh
raja-raja mereka. Sebuah sukacita besar bagi gereja
bila mana jiwa-jiwa telah di menangkan bagi Kristus
melalui pelayanan misi kita.

Semenjak sesi persekolah yang bermula bulan
Marc 2024 ini , 28 sekolah sudah di lawati di
Kawasan Limbang dan masih ada beberapa sekolah
akan di lawati dan bersamaan perancangan kem
yang akan datang, khususnya Kawasan di bahagian
ulu seperti SK Long Semadoh, Long Luping dan
Ba’kelalan Lawas serta SK Long Napir dan SK Long
Seridan. Seramai 493 orang pelajar yang telah
menerima Tuhan Yesus sebagai Juruselamat pribadi
mereka melalui perjumpaan yang telah diadakan di
sekolah. Kami mahu agar lebih ramai pelajar
mendengar Injil berita baik tentang keselamatan
sewaktu mereka berada di bangku sekolah. Adalah
menjadi sebuah tanggungjawab kita untuk
memenangkan mereka bagi kristus Yesus selama
peluang yang terbuka luas ini masih ada. Seiringi
dengan Visi pelayanan Scripture Union Malaysia
2022-2031 sekurang-kurangnya 1 juta pelajar
diteguhkan dengan firman Tuhan. Demi
merialisasikan visi ini, usaha untuk menjangkau
lebih banyak sekolah yang belum ada ISCF di
pergiatkan, serta mempelbagaikan aktiviti
kerohanian baik melalui staf Scripture Union di

semua bahagian mahupun guru-guru Kristian di
sekolah masing-masing.

Berjumlah 3 Kem kepimpinan untuk 3 buah
sekolah menengah yang melibatkan 141 orang di
persiapan dengan Latihan kepimpinan dalam usaha
melengkapi pelajar melayani di kalangan mereka
dalam aktiviti kerohanian sekolah. Kita yakin
program sedemikian akan mempengaruhi gereja
pada masa depan atau di manapun mereka bekerja
satu masa nanti. 1 kem gabungan sekolah
menengah, melibatkan sejumlah 120 pelajar
Tingkatan 5 dan 6 bertujuan membantu mereka
untuk mempersiapkan diri bagi masa depan mereka
nanti. 3 Kem Motivasi bagi pelajar Tahun 6 dari 11
sekolah di Lawas dan Limbang. Acara sedemikian
juga kini menjadi tumpuan yang penting di dalam
memperlengkapi dan membina keyakinan diri dan
iman dalam memasuki alam remaja yang kini
semakin sangat mencabar dan mempertingkatkan
daya kemampuan serta identiti mereka sebagai
orang Kristian.

Demikian perkongsian kami kepada seluruh
jemaat yang terlibat dalam pelayanan Misi ini,
semoga Tuhan meneguhkan dan menyertai kita
dalam memenuhi perintah-Nya yang Agung sampai
la datang kembali. Salam dari kami di Ladang Tuhan
kepada seluruh jemaat Tuhan yang begitu setia
mengiringi kami dalam pelayanan-Nya, dan selamat
menyambut Minggu Misi kepada seluruh jemaat
Tuhan MGC. Tuhan Yesus memberkati.

Paitor, UYahya Al

Staf Scripture Union Sarawak
Zon Utara, Limbang.
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Gather to Scatter:
The Missional Church

When COVID-19 hit Malaysia in 2020, | felt both
anxious and helpless. | was anxious about whether
believers were connecting with God and helpless
because my only options were to faithfully preach the
Word via Zoom on Sundays and send out daily
devotionals, often out of desperation. | questioned
whether, without physical gatherings and ministry
involvement, believers would backslide. | wondered if
they would return to church once the pandemic was
over or become too accustomed to "Worship from
Home" (WFH).

As | shared my struggles with other pastors, |
discovered that we all shared similar concerns. Some
even faced an identity crisis, feeling they had failed
as pastors because they could not fulfill their pastoral
responsibilities amidst social distancing. This led me
to an important question: Without the church building
and church-based programmes, what kind of Christians
are we? Are we, as pastors, creating numerous
programmes with good intentions but inadvertently
turning them into crutches that believers rely on for
spiritual growth?

In my quest for answers, | came across Alan
Hirsch’s book, The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the
Missional Church. Hirsch described precisely the
issue | was grappling with, introducing me to two
different church models: the attractional model and
the missional model. The attractional model
emphasizes gathering believers and organizing
events to attract pre-believers into the church
building. In contrast, the missional model focuses on
scattering believers and empowering them to be
missionaries in their daily lives.

What excites me most about the missional
model is not just its ability to address my concerns
about the church and believers. If it were merely
about addressing these struggles, the choice
between models would be purely pragmatic. What
truly excites me about the missional model is its
theological foundation, which centers on God'’s
mission in the world (missio Dei).

Firstly, the Triune God has a mission to redeem
and restore all creation. Thus, the good news is not
merely about inviting people to heaven through
Christ but about proclaiming that the kingdom of God
has come to earth through Christ. Secondly, to fulfill
this mission, God the Father sent God the Son into
the world to die on the Cross, and now the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit send the church into the world to
continue this mission. Therefore, the church must not
confine itself to its four walls but must go out into the
community to demonstrate and declare the good
news. Thirdly, since God is already at work in this
world fulfilling His mission, the church has the
responsibility to discern God’s work and partner with
Him. This means avoiding a human-centered
approach of attempting to do great things for God
and instead humbly discerning how God wants us to
partner with Him in serving the various communities
around us.

With this theological understanding, our church
decided to transition from an attractional model to a
missional model starting in January 2023. Each cell
group is tasked with discerning and discussing how
they might partner with God in serving a marginalized
community (or engaging in a third space to bless the
people there) on a monthly basis. One group chose

to commit to an all-male drug rehabilitation center.
Honestly, | was concerned about their choice, as this
cell group consisted of around 12 women aged 50 to
70. Nonetheless, they decided to visit for the first
time, and thankfully, their faith and passion were not
dampened by my concern; they have persisted to this
day. The young men in the drug rehab center have
shared that they look forward to the monthly
gatherings, feeling that these women genuinely care
for them and are willing to listen to their struggles
and stories.

On one occasion, | asked the pastor in charge of
the center, “What else can we do for these young
men?” The pastor replied, “When they graduate from
our center and return to their familiar surroundings, it
is easy for them to slip back into drug use. Would
your church consider adopting them for a year or
two, allowing them to stay at your homes, work at
your companies, and serve at your church?” At that
moment, | realized this was the next discipleship
opportunity God had for this cell group and perhaps
for our church. While visiting the center once a month
is a commitment, allowing them to stay in our homes
and work at our companies requires genuine trust
and acceptance. Currently, this cell group is receiving
training from a parachurch organization on how to
minister to and support recovering individuals who
have graduated from drug rehab and are reintegrating
into society. Furthermore, some members of this cell
group have noted that as they learn to demonstrate
and declare the good news to these young men, they
are also finding the courage to do the same with their
family and friends. They have come to understand
that the gospel should not be confined to the church
building or its programmes but should be lived out in
our daily lives as we gather on Sundays and scatter
throughout the week.

This is just one of many encouraging stories |
want to share since our church transitioned from an
attractional model to a missional model. Lastly, | have
a dream that | would like to share with you:

| have a dream, that the main KPI of the church
will no longer be the number of people attending
Sunday services but rather how many people are
quietly serving those in need in the community and in
everyday life.

| have a dream, that the church will no longer be
filled only with people of similar socioeconomic
status but will also welcome the poor, the sick, the
elderly, and those rejected by society, because the
church is willing to venture into the community to
accompany and care for them.

| have a dream, that even if the church closes in
the future, perhaps due to a pandemic or persecution,
pastors will not need to panic, because believers will
already know and practice, in times of prosperity, that
the church is a missional community gathered for the
purpose of scattering.

R Damiel, cﬂf?

Dean of Studies and Lecturer of Pastoral Studies
Seminari Theoloji Malaysia
danielng@stm2.edu.my
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Oleh Timothy Anak Tinggi

Menyahut Misi Kristus
- Amanat Agung

Pendahuluan

Setelah manusia jatuh ke dalam dosa, Misi Allah
adalah untuk menyelamatkan dan menebus manusia
daripada kehidupan yang dibelenggu oleh dosa.
Justeru itu, kasih Allah begitu besar sehingga Allah
telah memberikan anak-Nya yang tunggal iaitu Yesus
Kristus ke dunia untuk menebus setiap kehidupan
manusia yang berdosa. Inkarnasi Yesus Kristus
merupakan bukti kasih Allah yang nyata kepada
manusia. Sebelum Yesus Kristus naik ke Syurga,
Yesus Kristus telah memberikan amanat untuk
memberitakan injil ke seluruh dunia. Misi Kristus atau
Amanat Agung adalah panggilan utama yang
diberikan oleh Yesus Kristus kepada para
pengikut-Nya untuk menyebarluaskan Injil ke seluruh
dunia. Dalam artikel ini, kita akan membahas tentang
Amanat Agung dalam konteks ajaran Kristus,
kepentingan misi tersebut bagi gereja-gereja moden,
serta cabaran dan peluang dalam melaksanakan misi
ini di zaman kontemporari.

Amanat Agung dalam Alkitab

Amanat Agung dijumpai dalam Injil Matius 28:16-
20. Pada saat itu, Yesus telah bangkit dari kematian
dan memberi perintah kepada sebelas murid-Nya di
atas sebuah bukit di Galilea. Dia berkata:

"Segala kuasa di sorga dan di bumi telah
diberikan kepada-Ku. Karena itu pergilah, jadikanlah
semua bangsa murid-Ku, baptislah mereka dalam
nama Bapa, dan Anak, dan Roh Kudus, dan ajarlah
mereka melakukan segala sesuatu yang telah
Kuperintahkan kepadamu. Dan ketahuilah, Aku
menyertai kamu senantiasa sampai kepada akhir
zaman." (Matius 28:18-20)

Amanat ini merangkumi beberapa elemen
penting: kuasa Kristus yang menyeluruh, tanggung-
jawab untuk pergi ke seluruh dunia, pelaksanaan
baptisan, dan pengajaran mengenai ajaran Kristus.

Perintah ini adalah asas kepada misi Kristian dan
menjadi panduan bagi gereja-gereja dalam usaha
penginjilan.

Makna Amanat Agung
1. Kuasa dan Hak Kristus

Amanat Agung bermula dengan pernyataan
Yesus bahawa "segala kuasa di sorga dan di bumi
telah diberikan kepada-Ku". Ini menegaskan bahawa
Kristus memiliki kuasa mutlak dan hak untuk memberi
perintah tersebut. Pengikut Kristus harus memahami
bahawa mereka bertindak di bawah kuasa ini, dan ini
memberikan keyakinan dan keberanian dalam
menjalankan misi.

2. Perintah untuk Pergi dan Menjadi Murid

Perintah untuk "pergi" menandakan bahawa
pengikut Kristus tidak boleh bersikap pasif. la adalah
panggilan untuk bertindak, tidak hanya dalam
konteks tempatan tetapi juga global. "Jadikanlah
semua bangsa murid-Ku" menandakan bahawa
penginjilan melibatkan pembinaan hubungan dan
pengajaran yang mendalam, bukan hanya
pengenalan kepada iman.

3. Pentingnya Baptisan

Baptisan adalah simbol penerimaan dan
penyertaan dalam komuniti iman. Dalam konteks
Amanat Agung, baptisan dilakukan dalam nama Bapa,
Anak, dan Roh Kudus, yang menandakan hubungan
yang holistik dan penuh dengan Tuhan. Ini bukan
sahaja melambangkan pembersihan dosa tetapi juga
kesungguhan seseorang ke dalam tubuh Kristus.

4. Pengajaran dan Kepatuhan

Ajakan untuk "mengajarkan mereka melakukan
segala sesuatu yang telah Kuperintahkan kepadamu"
menunjukkan bahawa penginjilan tidak lengkap
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tanpa pembinaan rohani. Pengajaran adalah aspek
penting dalam misi kerana ia memastikan bahawa
iman yang diterima diperkuat dan diterapkan dalam
kehidupan sehari-hari.

Kepentingan Amanat Agung bagi Gereja
Moden

1. Pemerkasaan Gereja dalam Misi

Amanat Agung memberikan gereja-gereja
moden pemahaman tentang tanggungjawab global
mereka. Ini menggalakkan gereja untuk melibatkan
diri dalam misi global dan tempatan, serta
melaksanakan program-program penginjilan yang
berkesan. Gereja-gereja di seluruh dunia perlu
mengambil inisiatif untuk menyebarkan Injil dan
menerapkan prinsip-prinsip Kristus dalam masyarakat
mereka. Malahan, setiap jemaat hendaklah
memainkan peranan yang penting di dalam
pelayanan misi kerana pelayanan misi bukan sahaja
dilaksanakan oleh para pastor melainkann setiap
orang percaya haruslah terlibat sama di dalam
memberitakan kebenaran Injil Tuhan kepada dunia.

2. Menghadapi Cabaran Zaman Moden

Dalam konteks dunia moden yang semakin
kompleks, gereja-gereja menghadapi pelbagai
cabaran seperti sekularisme, pluralisme, pengaruh
LGBT dan kemerosotan nilai-nilai moral. Amanat
Agung mengingatkan kita tentang kepentingan untuk
tetap berpegang pada misi utama gereja walaupun
menghadapi cabaran ini. Ini memerlukan pendekatan
yang kreatif dan relevan untuk menyampaikan mesej
Injil dalam bahasa dan konteks yang sesuai dengan
zaman sekarang.

Cabaran dalam Menyahut Misi Kristus
1. Ketidakpastian Budaya dan Sosial

Dalam dunia yang semakin global dan pelbagai,
memahami budaya dan konteks tempatan menjadi
cabaran utama dalam penginjilan. Untuk menyebar-
kan Injil dengan berkesan, gereja perlu menyesuaikan
pendekatan mereka dengan kepekaan budaya dan
sosial. Ini memerlukan kajian yang mendalam dan
pemahaman yang komprehensif mengenai
masyarakat yang ingin dihubungi. Tidak ketinggalan
juga, setiap bangsa memiliki latar belakang yang
berbeza sehingga para penginjil hendaklah terlebih
dahulu beradaptasi dengan keadaan sekeliling
khususnya dari segi kehidupan seharian.

2. Sumber dan Dana

Menjalankan misi memerlukan sumber
kewangan dan tenaga kerja. Gereja-gereja sering
menghadapi kesukaran dalam mendapatkan dana
yang mencukupi untuk aktiviti-aktiviti misi, serta
dalam merekrut dan melatih pekerja misi. Ini
memerlukan perancangan yang teliti dan pengurusan
sumber yang efektif. Tanpa kewangan yang kukuh,
misi dan penginjilan akan menjadi sukar untuk
dilaksanakan dengan mudah. Hal ini kerana,
pelayanan misi dan penginjilan memerlukan
pembelanjaan yang tinggi jika dilaksanakan di
kawasan pedalaman yang jauh daripada ibukota.

Peluang dalam Menyahut Misi Kristus
1. Teknologi dan Media Sosial

Kemajuan teknologi dan media sosial membuka
peluang baru dalam penginjilan. Melalui platform-
platform ini, gereja-gereja dapat mencapai
pendengar yang lebih luas dan melibatkan mereka
dalam perbincangan mengenai iman. Media sosial,
blog, dan aplikasi mudah alih boleh digunakan untuk
menyebarkan mesej Injil dengan cara yang kreatif

fa
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dan menarik. Justeru itu, pengetahuan mengenai
teknologi dan komunikasi amatlah penting agar
setiap perkembangan tersebut dapat digunapakai
dengan semaksiman yang mungkin supaya
gereja-gereja dapat menjangkau lebih banyak jiwa.

2. Kerjasama Antarabangsa

Kerjasama antara gereja-gereja di pelbagai
negara dapat memperkukuh usaha misi.
Program-program misi bersama, pertukaran budaya,
dan sokongan antarabangsa dapat memperluas
jangkauan misi dan meningkatkan keberkesanan
usaha penginjilan. Ini juga memberikan peluang
untuk membina jaringan hubungan yang saling
menyokong dalam konteks global. Jelaslah bahawa
pelayanan misi bukan sahaja dapat dilakukan secara
lokal melainkan kerjasama diantara gereja tempatan
dan gereja antarabangsa juga dapat dijalin. Maklumat
mahupun idea-idea yang baharu dapat dikongsikan
bersama melalui kerjasama yang dilakukan untuk
memperkembangkan dan memantapkan lagi kualiti
pelayanan misi.

3. Penentangan dan Kesukaran

Penginjilan sering dihadapkan dengan
penentangan dan kesukaran, sama ada dari segi
sosial, politik, atau agama. Di beberapa kawasan,
menyebarkan Injil boleh menyebabkan konflik dan
risiko keselamatan bagi penginjil. Gereja perlu
menyediakan sokongan dan perlindungan kepada
mereka yang terlibat dalam usaha misi serta berdoa
untuk kekuatan dan kebijaksanaan. Dorongan
mahupun sokongan yang diberikan dapat menjadi

pembakar semangat di dalam melakukan pelayanan
misi sehingga matlamat dan tujuan misi tersebut
dapat diselesaikan dengan sukacita.

Kesimpulan

Amanat Agung adalah perintah yang jelas dan
penting daripada Yesus Kristus kepada setiap
pengikut-Nya untuk menyebarkan Injil ke seluruh
dunia. Ini adalah panggilan untuk bertindak,
melibatkan diri dalam penginjilan global dan
tempatan, serta membina dan menyokong komuniti
iman. la menuntut tindakan proaktif, pengajaran, dan
pembaptisan sebagai sebahagian daripada proses
penginjilan. Dalam konteks gereja moden, menyahut
misi ini memerlukan adaptasi kepada cabaran zaman
dan memanfaatkan peluang yang ada. Misi Kristus
merupakan “Misi Allah yang tidak berubah”. Untuk
memperbaiki hubungan diantara Allah dan manusia,
Yesus Kristus telah menjadi pengantar iaitu Tuhan
dan Juruselamat di dalam kehidupan kita semua.
Oleh itulah, iman dan kepercayaan kita hendaklah
sentiasa teguh dan kuat apabila kita menjadi Surat
Kristus yang hidup, yang akan memberitakan
kebenaran Injil Tuhan. Dengan pemahaman dan
komitmen yang mendalam, gereja-gereja boleh
melaksanakan Amanat Agung dengan berkesan dan
memberi impak yang besar dalam dunia yang
memerlukan mesej Kristus dan memenuhi mandat
rohani yang diberikan oleh Kristus.

Timothy Anak Tinggi
Malaysia Evangelical Theological Seminary, Miri
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Oleh Olivia Uring John

Misi Tuhan Yesus yang
Tidak Pernah Berubah

Pendahuluan

Misi Tuhan Yesus Kristus merupakan inti yang
dari ajaran agama Kristian dan ia telah menjadi suatu
panduan bagi seluruh umat Kristian di mana ia telah
membimbing umat Kristian supaya iman seseorang
sentiasa bertumbuh dan tetap menjadi seorang yang
setia terhadap Tuhan Yesus. Walaupun aspek yang
terdapat di dalam dunia ini telah berubah dengan
begitu pantas, kita mengetahui di sini bahawa misi
Tuhan bagi dunia tidak akan pernah berubah sama
sekali. Melalui artikel ini, penulis akan membahaskan
tentang bagaimanakah misi Tuhan Yesus yang tidak
pernah berubah dari dulu hingga pada masa kini
justeru ia menimbulkan suatu persoalan mengapa ia
sungguh berharga bagi umat Kristian di dunia ini.

Penulis akan membawa para pembaca untuk
sama-sama mempelajari dan memahami
bagaimanakah misi Tuhan Yesus yang tidak berubah
terhadap dunia pada masa kini. Antara misi Tuhan
Yesus yang tidak berubah terhadap dunia adalah:

1. Misi Yesus dalam menyelamatkan dunia.

Jika kita melihat di dalam konteks dari awal
pelayanan Yesus di dalam Alkitab, penekanan yang
kita lihat dari Yesus ini di mana Yesus menekankan
bahawa tujuan pentingNya terhadap dunia adalah
Yesus mahu menyelamatkan manusia daripada dosa.

Mengapa Yesus melakukan hal ini demikian? Hal ini
kerana Yesus amat mengasihi manusia sehinggakan
Yesus sanggup mengorbankan nyawa-Nya di kayu
salib. Mengapa? Kerana salib adalah satu-satunya
jalan yang ditentukan Tuhan untuk menghapuskan
dosa dan kejahatan yang ada di dunia ini.

Dalam Injil Yohanes 3:16 mengatakan “Begitu
besar kasih Allah akan dunia ini, sehingga la telah
mengaruniakan Anak-Nya yang tunggal, supaya
setiap orang yang percaya kepada-Nya tidak
binasa, melainkan beroleh hidup yang kekal’”. Di ayat
ini, kita dapat melihat bahawa ia telah merangkumkan
misi utama Tuhan Yesus iaitu dengan memberikan
keselamatan kepada setiap orang yang sungguh-
sungguh percaya pada-Nya.

2. Misi Tuhan Yesus yang mengajarkan
kasih dan pengampunan

Selain misi Yesus menyelamatkan dunia, suatu
elemen yang sangat penting untuk kita mengetahui
di dalam misi Yesus kepada semua orang adalah
untuk mengajarkan tentang kasih dan pengampunan.
Di dalam Alkitab. terdapat pelbagai perupamaan dan
ajaran yang Yesus telah tegaskan kepada manusia di
mana manusia harus mengetahui bahawa betapa
pentingnya suatu kasih yang mendalam kepada
sesama bahkan harus mengampuni di antara
sesama. Di dalam Matius 22:37-39 mengatakan

"Kasihilah Tuhan, Allahmu, dengan segenap hatimu
dan dengan segenap jiwamu dan dengan segenap
akal budimu. Inilah hukum yang terutama dan yang
pertama. Dan hukum yang kedua, yang sama
dengan itu, ialah: Kasihilah sesamamu manusia
seperti dirimu sendiri."

3. Misi Yesus Pemuridan dan Pelayanan

Misi Yesus yang tidak berubah terhadap dunia
ini di mana menjalankan pemuridan dan pelayanan.
Di dalam konteks ini, Yesus telah menggunakan
banyak peluang bersama-sama muridNya di mana
Yesus mengajar dan melatih murid-muridNya supaya
mereka dapat meneruskan misi Yesus terhadap dunia
ini. Dalam Matius 28:19-20, Yesus memberikan Amanat
Agung kepada murid-murid-Nya:

"Karena itu pergilah, jadikanlah semua bangsa
murid-Ku dan baptislah mereka dalam nama Bapa
dan Anak dan Roh Kudus, dan ajarlah mereka
melakukan segala sesuatu yang telah Kuperintahkan
kepadamu. Dan ketahuilah, Aku menyertai kamu
senantiasa sampai kepada akhir zaman."

Kesimpulan

Sebagai kesimpulannya, Misi Tuhan Yesus yang
tidak berubah terhadap dunia telah memberikan
suatu harapan dan arah bagi umat Kristian agar
mereka sentiasa melihat Yesus sebagai Tuhan yang
layak disembah, dipuji dan diagungkan dalam
kehidupan seharian dan melihat Yesus sebagai
sumber keselamatan dan sumber pengharapan di
dalam kehidupannya. Di sini, penulis menyedari
bahawa dari misi Yesus yang tidak berubah terhadap
dunia ini telah menyelamatkan manusia dari dosa
sehingga mengajarkan manusia untuk terus
menerapkan kasih, pengampunan, pemuridan,
pelayanan di dalam misi Yesus yang tetap relevan
dan berkuasa pada dunia ini. Dengan memegang
teguh dalam ajaran dan teladan Yesus ini, umat
Kristian akan dapat terus menerus untuk
menyebarkan kasih Tuhan ini kepada orang yang
belum percaya atau yang sudah percaya supaya ia
dapat membawa perubahan yang positif di dalam
dunia yang seringkali penuh dengan tantangan,
cabaran, dan rintangan yang terjadi di dunia pada
masa kini. Jadi, penulis berharap agar pembaca terus
menerus menyebarkan misi Tuhan Yesus ini kepada
seluruh dunia. Tuhan Yesus memberkati!

Olivia Uring John
Malaysia Evangelical Theological Seminary, Miri
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Oleh Richie Sambora Benjamin

Misi Allah: Pemahaman Teolol
dan Implikasinya dalam
Kehidupan Orang Percaya

Pendahuluan

Misi Allah, sering disebut sebagai “Missio Dei”
adalah konsep teologi yang menegaskan bahwa misi
adalah dari sifat Allah yang dalam. Allah adalah Tuhan
yang mengutus, dan seluruh ciptaan adalah bagian
dari misi-Nya. Konsep ini berakar dalam sejarah
gereja dan teologi orang percaya, menunjukkan
bahwa misi bukan hanya kegiatan dan program
gereja tetapi sebuah ungkapan dari kehendak Allah
sendiri. Artikel ini akan mempelajari konsep Misi
Allah, landasan Alkitabiah-Nya, dan implikasinya bagi
kehidupan dan pelayanan orang percaya.

Landasan Alkitabiah Misi Allah

Dasar pandangan teologi dari Misi Allah dapat
ditemukan dalam Alkitab, terutama dalam rencana
keseluruhan dari kitab Kejadian sehingga Wahyu.
Berikut adalah beberapa hal yang penting:

1. Penciptaan dan Kejatuhan: Dalam Kejadian 1-2,
Allah menciptakan dunia dan manusia dalam
rupa dan gambar-Nya sendiri, dengan tujuan
untuk memelihara dan menakluk ciptaan-Nya
yang lain. Kejatuhan manusia dalam Kejadian 3
menunjukkan pemisahan antara Allah dan
manusia, namun Allah segera menunjukkan
misi-Nya dengan janji penebusan (Kejadian 3:15).

2. Panggilan Abraham: Dalam Kejadian 12:1-3, Allah
memanggil Abraham dan berjanji untuk
memberkatinya serta membuatkannya menjadi
berkat bagi semua bangsa. Ini adalah permulaan
dari misi Allah untuk memberkati seluruh dunia
melalui keturunan Abraham.

3. Israel sebagai bangsa pilihan: Allah memilih Israel
sebagai umat-Nya untuk menjadi saksi bagi
bangsa-bangsa lain tentang kasih dan keadilan-

Nya (Keluaran 19:5-6). Melalui hukum Taurat dan
kehidupan mereka, Israel dipanggil untuk
mencerminkan karakter Allah kepada dunia.

4. Kedatangan Kristus: Puncak dari Misi Allah

terwujud dalam bentuk kedatangan Yesus Kristus
ke dunia yang disebut inkarnasi. Yesus adalah
Allah yang menjadi manusia untuk mendamaikan
dunia dengan diri-Nya (Yohanes 1:14, 3:16). Dari
kelahiran, seluruh pelayanan, kematian, dan
kebangkitan Yesus adalah inti dari misi
penyelamatan Allah.

5. Pengutusan Roh Kudus dan Gereja: Setelah

kebangkitan-Nya, Yesus mengutus murid-
murid-Nya untuk melanjutkan misi-Nya (Matius
28:18-20; Kisah Para Rasul 1:8). Roh Kudus
diberikan kepada gereja untuk memampukan
(accountability) mereka dalam melaksanakan misi
ini. Gereja adalah alat dan wadah yang
digunakan Allah untuk membawa berita baik
kepada dunia.

Teologi Misi Allah

Teologi Misi Allah menekankan bahwa misi bukan
sekadar kegiatan yang dilakukan oleh orang-orang
percaya atau gereja, tetapi berasal dari sifat Allah
sendiri. Beberapa fokus penting dalam teologi ini
meliputi:

1. Allah sebagai Pengutus: Allah adalah Tuhan yang
mengutus. Dalam Tritunggal, kita melihat hubungan
pengutusan: Bapa mengutus Anak, dan Bapa
serta Anak mengutus Roh Kudus. Pengutusan ini
mencerminkan dasar sifat Allah yang
berkomunikasi dan turut terlibat dalam ciptaan.

2. Penglibatan dalam Misi Allah: Gereja dipanggil
untuk terlibat sama dalam misi Allah. Ini bererti

bahwa gereja tidak memiliki misi sendiri yang
terpisah dari Allah, tetapi dipanggil untuk ambil
bagian dalam misi yang sudah dimulai oleh Allah.
Gereja adalah suatu wadah Allah dalam
mendamaikan dunia dengan diri-Nya.

3. Misi sebagai Penebusan Seluruh Ciptaan: Misi
Allah tidak hanya terbatas pada penyelamatan
individu tetapi mencakup penebusan seluruh
ciptaan. Ini termasuk pemulihan hubungan antara
manusia dan Allah, antara sesama manusia, dan
dengan alam. Allah bekerja untuk memulihkan
segala sesuatu sesuai dengan rencana-Nya yang
sempurna.

Implikasi dalam Kehidupan dan Pelayanan
Orang Percaya

Pemahaman tentang Misi Allah memiliki
beberapa implikasi yang praktikal bagi kehidupan
dan pelayanan orang percaya:

1. Penginjilan dan Pelayanan Sosial: Misi Allah
memanggil orang percaya untuk menggabungkan
penginjilan dengan pelayanan sosial. Penginjilan
adalah bagian yang perlu utama dari misi Allah,
tetapi pelayanan kepada orang miskin, tertindas,
dan lingkungan juga merupakan bagian dari misi
Allah untuk memulihkan seluruh ciptaan.

2. Kehidupan yang Berfokus pada Misi: Setiap
orang percaya dipanggil untuk hidup dengan
fokus misi. Ini bererti bahwa segala aspek
kehidupan baik bidang pekerjaan, keluarga, serta
komuniti masyarakat harus dilihat sebagai
kesempatan untuk ambil bagian dalam misi Allah.
Setiap tindakan, baik besar maupun kecil, dapat
menjadi bagian dari usaha untuk mencerminkan
kasih Allah dan membawa perubahan positif.

3. Komuniti yang Mengutus: Gereja harus menjadi
komuniti yang mengutus, memberi sokongan,
dan memberdayakan anggotanya untuk
melayani dalam pelbagai bidang kehidupan. Ini
termasuk menyokong misi lintas budaya, tetapi
juga mengakui bahwa setiap orang percaya
dipanggil untuk menjadi saksi Kristus di mana
tempat mereka berada.

4. Pembentukan Rohani: Pemahaman tentang Misi
Allah mengarahkan pada pentingnya pembentukan
rohani yang berterusan. Orang Kristian perlu
diperlengkapi dengan baik dan utuh dalam
firman Allah, berdoa, dan dalam iman agar dapat
melibatkan diri secara efektif dalam misi Allah.

Kesimpulan

Misi Allah adalah panggilan yang berakar dari sifat
keberadaan Allah sendiri dan terungkap melalui
seluruh sejarah karya penyelamatan dalam Alkitab.
Misi dan penginjilan bukanlah hanya sekadar salah
satu dari program gereja tetapi ianya merupakan satu
ungkapan dari kasih dan tujuan Allah bagi dunia.
Dengan memahami dan ikut serta dalam Misi Allah,
orang percaya dapat hidup secara lebih penuh
bermakna, membawa kabar baik dan pembaharuan
ke seluruh aspek ciptaan. Gereja dipanggil untuk
menjadi alat Allah dalam mendamaikan dunia dengan
diri-Nya, dan setiap orang percaya memiliki
tanggungjawab penting dalam misi besar ini. Matius
28:19-20, “Karena itu pergilah, jadikanlah semua
bangsa murid-Ku dan baptislah mereka dalam nama
Bapa dan Anak dan Roh Kudus, dan gjarlah mereka
melakukan segala sesuatu yang telah Kuperintahkan
kepadamu. Dan ketahuilah, Aku menyertai kamu
senantiasa sampai kepada akhir zaman.”

Richie Sambora Benjamin
Malaysia Evangelical Theological Seminary, Miri
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