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¢ | detest Jingle Bells, 'White Christmas,' 'Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,
and the obscene spending bonanza that nowadays seems to occupy not just December,
but November and much of October, too. 99
-Richard Dawkins
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God’s Love For The Land of

(o gl

@ Vera Pillai (English)

Salemetsiz be! (“Canemercisz 6e” means “Hello” in Kazakh). | am writing this
on my flight back to Malaysia from Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan is a beautiful country with a population comprising more than 100
nationalities (e.g., Russians, Uyghurs, Koreans brought in by the Russians during
Soviet Union era; Germans and Ukrainians), and it is evident in the people’s
multilingual and multicultural heritage. We could order dishes that would easily
originate from the cuisines of 3-5 different nationalities. Being a hub to such vast
cultures, it is quite a gem of a place to be a Gospel sharing hub.

When our team gave XEE training to a Kazakh-
speaking M-converts church led by Sis. E, | was
amazed by their eagerness to learn and by the
speed they were able to grasp the flow of our XEE
Life training. They asked good questions during the
training and eagerly endeavored to role-play XEE at
the front of the class. | was deeply encouraged by a
young doctor who has faced persecution from her

family since she became a Christian 11 years ago,
and yet is filled with passion, and love to share the Gospel to her siblings, parents,
and colleagues at her clinic. Both of us shared about our prospects and personal
concerns on sharing the Gospel with two specific people we had in mind. We both
came to the conclusion that we need to learn to fear God instead of man. May God
have mercy on our failings to rely on Him and grant us a courageous and joyful
heart to carry out His great commission.

A Christian teenager has been struggling with obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD) which is associated with a fear of germs, leading to long hours spent
washing his hands until his skin became raw. | was admittedly concerned when Sis.
E asked for me to give him a clinical psychotherapy session, doubtful of how much
one session could actually help. But | thank God for His faithfulness in using me as
His instrument to help this boy understand his struggle and how to overcome it.
Looking back, it was again another reminder to rely on God instead of myself, and
see what He can do through me.
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| was also thankful to God for the opportunity to
share on the topic “Understanding Depression and
Anxiety” to a small group of Christian doctors based
in Almaty. They are doctors of various specialties
ranging from endocrinology, dental, paediatric to
psychology. | enjoyed our discussion on mental illness
from a Christian perspective and was encouraged
by some who opened up about their personal depression. It was humbling to see a
team of Christian doctors from different denominations who chose to volunteer
their time to be with rural communities and to further the Gospel. They shared about
their rural visitation that included non-believing doctors who were initially upset by
the Gospel work but were later transformed by the Gospel themselves! Such kind
of commitment to the Gospel work can only be explained by the embodiment of
Christ’s love. It has brought me much encouragement and realization as to how else
I may use my clinical work for His glory.

These are just some of my key reflections out of the
many things we got to see and experience that
reminded me of God’s sovereignty and His love for the
people in Kazakhstan. Through conversations with the
local Christians, | came to see that many thirst for spiritual
food and have turned elsewhere in an attempt to quench
what can only be quenched by God himself. Truly, the harvest is plentiful yet the
workers are few.

May God continue to bless the people of Kazakhstan through His beloved
sons and daughters. May we keep our missionary Sis. E and her Gospel ministries
in our prayers. | also want to express my gratitude to Bro. FQ and his wife Sis. MX
for being such great hosts and for opening their home to our team in Kazakhstan.

Looking back, | can say without hesitation that |
came off gaining much more than | can ever give. | trust
that this is because if God has called us to a place, then
He also promises that His presence will go before us and
go with us (c.f. Exodus 33:14). | encourage you to join
mission trips and experience how God may use you as an
instrument for His glory.

Blessings,

[oron
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